Vicky Agnew will join Yale Cancer Center as a Senior Communications Officer on February 28. In this role Vicky will be instrumental in helping to build the brand of Yale Cancer Center and Smilow Cancer Hospital both regionally and nationally through a strategic and targeted campaign of media engagement. She will be the key person to "sell" the great stories of science, medicine, and patient care that are born from YCC and Smilow each and every day. Reporting jointly to Kevin Vest and Mary Hu, Vicky will work closely with the marketing, communications, and public affairs staffs at YCC, YSM, OPAC, and Smilow. 
Marisa Figueira

Closer to Free
Closer to Free The stories that our patients and their families share with us are always powerful. Their celebrations, their motivations, and their acknowledgement of pain and of hope are humbling and inspiring. Closer to Free recently heard from Meaghan Kelly, a college student whose father is being treated at Smilow Cancer Hospital. Meaghan ran the Philadelphia Marathon in his honor, hoping to raise $1,200. By the end of her successful run, Meaghan had raised over $12,000 to support kidney cancer research, both here and at Memorial Sloan-Kettering. "Now, after countless hospital visits, multiple types of treatments, and a summer filled with stress, anxiety, and a glimmer of hope, I honestly feel like I have witnessed a miracle as my dad's body is finally beginning to fight off the cancer. That miracle is due to the research and the doctors that chose not to give up on him". You can read more of her story here. Meaghan and her parents presented her wonderful contribution to Dr. Mario Sznol during a recent visit. Every gift, large or small, has a positive impact on the patients and their families, researchers and care providers -all of us who make up the Closer to Free community. Information about making a donation or organizing an event is available on the Give Closer to Free website or by contacting Susan Frankenbach. Don't forget to "like" us on Facebook! with outstanding clinical research nursing experience, and who are ready to join our team, please direct resumes to Sandra Greer, Sr. Staffing and Career Development Representative or call (203) 432-5822. All referrals will be held in strictest confidence.
Submissions
Please submit your recent publication and grant announcements to:
Renee Gaudette Director, Public Affairs and Marketing renee.gaudette@yale.edu
Funding and Award Opportunities
CT Breast Health Initiative
Our mission is to make a difference locally in the fight against breast cancer through support, education and research. To accomplish this mission, CT BHI plans on funding a diversified portfolio of clinical/ translational research with emphasis on programs that have not yet qualified for federal grants targeting breast cancer cause and survival.
Through the support of our signature fundraiser, the CT RACE IN THE PARK, other events, individual donations and corporate support, the CT BHI will contribute monies this year to programs that aim to fulfill our mission. This funding is limited and awarded through a competitive process. All grant applications are subjected to rigorous review by a GRANTS PANEL of medical professionals, breast cancer survivors, public health and interested business professionals that is responsible for making recommendations to the CT BHI Board of Directors. The funding period is for 12 months to be awarded in May. Dr. Shlomchik's lab primarily studies Graftvs-Host Disease (GVHD) and Graft-vsLeukemia (GVL) in murine models of allogeneic stem cell transplantation. Catherine is involved with several projects along those lines, and was first author on a paper published in The Journal of Immunology in 2011 demonstrating the shared mechanisms of T cell killing in GVL against different models of chronic myeloid leukemia (CML). This work has since evolved into looking at the stem cells from these CML models with the goal of understanding why some leukemias are GVL-sensitive and others are GVL-resistant.
In addition to the work she does in Dr. Shlomchik's lab, Catherine's versatile skills and experience allows her to work with other labs. "Many people don't realize how much collaboration goes on in the lab. I have been here so long that I know who to reach out to if we need reagents to continue an experiment and how the equipment works. Everyone gets along really well, which is important," said Catherine.
On a daily basis Catherine interacts with postdocs, research assistants, grad students, fellows, animal facility personnel, and Biotech specialists from the Flow Cytometry Core Facility. Her seniority and experience make her a good target for different departments to contact with problems. She described one of her strengths as troubleshooting, and helps out if there are problems with a protocol, equipment, etc.
Dr. Shlomchik trained Catherine when she first arrived, and Catherine tries to carry the excellent training she received over into everyone she trains in the lab. Dr. Shlomchik commented, "Catherine is really a partner with me in all of her projects and in the running of the lab in general. Beyond her own projects she has had a hand in every project in the lab over the last dozen years. She is amazing at multitasking and has the highest standards for her work."
